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16.0 OBJECTIVES

By thetimeyou have studied thisunit you should be ableto:
° describethe statel esssocieties,

° explain somekey features of statel esssocieties;

° explain the distinction between the statel ess society and asociety with state;
and

o discussthefunctionsof statelesssociety.

16.1 INTRODUCTION

Thisisthefirst unitintheblock “Political Processes’. Inthisunit you aregoingto
learn about politicsand political organisation. Youwill learn about thestatel esssocieties
which generdly lack acentralised syssem of authority. Herethesignificanceof kinship
organisationisdeatwithinreationto political control. Wehavediscussed herethe
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politica principleswhich are present in stateless societies. We have a so described
thestatdesstribesinindia. Finally, wehavediscussed theemergence of government
instatelesssocieties.

16.2 POLITICSAND POLITICAL ORGANISATION

Politicsdealswith the distribution of power in society. Political institutionsrefer
to certain kinds of social relations which exist within a particular area.
Thus, territorial area is an important aspect in the political process of any
society. The territorial structure providesthe framework not only for political
organisation but for other forms of organisation aswell. However, when we
study poalitical ingtitutionsweded with the* maintenance and establishing of order
withinaterritorid framework by the organised exercise of coerciveauthority through
theuse or possibility of use of physical force” (FortesM. and Evans, Pritchard,
E.E., 1949)

Oneof theimportant palitica ingtitutionsin society isstate. It hasbeendescribed as
ahuman community which successfully claimsthemonopoly of thelegitimate use of
forcewithinagiventerritory. Stateisdifferent from government inthe sensethat
government isthe agency which carriesout the orders of the state. Thus, wecan
say that political organisation cons sts of the combination and interrel ationship of
power and authority inthe maintenance of public affairs.

In modern complex societiesthe policeand thearmy aretheinstrumentsby which
public order ismaintained. Thosewho offend are punished by law. Law isone of
themeansby which the state carries out itsfunction of social control.

Therehasbeen aprogressive growth of political organisationin different societies.
Associetieshave devel oped from thesmpleto modernindustria societies, al other
agpectsof socia organisation, even palitica inditutionshave becomemorecomplex.
There are statel ess societieswithout any centralised authority. Unit 16 dealswith
such societies. Thentherearethose soci etieswhich have someform of centralised
authority and administrative machinery. Unit 17 describesthesetraditional/pre-
modern societies. InUnits18 and 19 are discussed devel oped formsof political
ingtitutionsinmodern societies.

16.3 POLITICALINSTITUTIONSAND STATELESS
SOCIETIES

Simplesocietieshavevery low populationin comparison to modern societies. There
existsavery indeterminate political community inthesesocieties. Here, sinceface
tofacerelationispossible no formal agency of social control exists. Weare now
going to discussthe political organisationinthe statelesssocieties. Inall typesof
statel ess societies, however smpletheir organisation might be, they generally have
anideaof their territoria rights. Theserightsare maintained through the notions of
age, and socia sanctionsand socia control.

Here, wemust makeit clear that we aretalking generally about theAfrican tribes.
Inthesesocietiesvariousformsof political ingitutionssuch as, councils, monarchies,
chiefs, etc., exist. Inthe statel esssoci etiespower and authority aregenerdly diffused
indifferent groupsin society. Palitical order ismaintained throughthetiesof kinship
andlineagesystems.



Asocietyiscalledstatel&ssifit: Stateless Societies
° hasno rigid boundary or permanent physical territory,
. followsoral traditions, and the bureaucratic aspect isabsent fromit,

° hasasingle person holding severa major powersof religious, economic and
politica officeswithinthesociety,

° thereisnofixedrigidly spelt out ideology, and
° hassmpleeconomy
16.3.1 Sources of Data about Stateless Societies

Therearethree sources of knowledge about s mple soci etieswithout government.
Itisfrom thesethat our informationisderived:

. archaeol ogical recordsabout statel esssocieties,
o literature produced by missionaries, travellersand administrators, and
° monographswritten by anthropologists.

Thearchaeological recordisvery important inthestudy of statelesssocieties. This
leadsto animportant point. All therecordsof simple societies show that they have
alwaysbeeninvolved in aprocessof change, growth and development. We note
herethat thereisno static Smplesociety - they areall dynamic.

Anthropol ogists studying statel ess soci eties have al so used literature, produced by
missionaries, travellersand colonial administrators. Last but not theleast arethe
monographswritten by anthropol ogistson statel esssocieties. Theseare our main
sourcesof information, giveninthisunit.

16.3.2 Types of Stateless Societies

The statel ess societies can be generally divided into four broad types of societies
according totheir socio-palitica organisations:

i) First type of societiesarethosewhich usualy live by hunting and gathering.
Herethelargest socia unitsarethe co-operating groupsof familiesor close
kin. Theredoesnot exist any other formal grouping besidesthis. Thereare
no gradationsor stratification’sor even any separateingtitutions. No specific
political organisation existsinthistypeof society. Theauthority restswiththe
senior membersof thesefamilies. But thisauthority isvery limited in scope.
Some of the examplesof these societiesarethe Bushmen of SouthAfricaand
someof the people of South East Asia, Jarwaof Andaman |landsetc.

i)  Secondtypeof society isthat whichismadeup of villagecommunitieswhich
arerelated to oneanother by variouskinship and economicties. They have
formally appointed councilsto maintain administration. Inthesecouncilsthe
eligibility for membership variesfrom one society to another. Some of the
criteriafor digibility aredescent from either old family or reputed family etc.
or any other social eminence such aseconomic power. Herewe can seethat
thereisan emergenceof political order. Some of thesetypesof societiesare
thelbo and Yako of West Africa.

i) Inthethirdtype, thesocietieshave politica control vested in age-set systems.
Thisisacommon feature of thesocietiesin East Africa. Inthesesocietiesthe
alocation of authority isvested in the elders of the society. Thusage-set 3
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organisationisbased on the principle of seniority. Anexampleof suchatribe
isthe Cheyenne of Americaand the Nuer of Africa.

iv)  Finaly, thefourth typeof societiesarethoseinwhich political functionsare
performed through groupsorganisedintermsof unilineal descent. Theunilined
descent istraced along theline of either father or mother. Insuch societies
thereareno specific political offices. Thereareno palitical chiefs, but the
eldersof the society may exercisealimited authority. Inthistypeof society
thegroupswithin the society may beinastate of balanced opposition. Some
of theexample of such typeof societiesare, the Nuer, the Dinkaof Southern
Sudan. Thisaspect will beexplained later.

16.3.3 Kinship System as a Form of Political Control

Kinship system plays a very crucia role in the socio-political and economic
organisation of smple societies. Itsfunctionsare extensive and overlapping with
functionsof thepalitica and economicingitutions. It takesup thetask of maintaining
order and bdancein society. Theprincipleof fissonor conflict and fusonor coheson
workswithinthesmplesocietiesdong thekinshipandterritorid lines. For example,
theNuer tribeisdividedinto sesgments. The primary sectionsor segment of thetribe
isthelargest and it occupiesthelargest territory, the secondary sectionissmaller
than the primary and it occupiesthe next largest territory and finally thetertiary
section, whichisthe smallest and occupiesthe smallest territory. Thisdivision of
Nuer society isnot just political or territorial butitisasoakinship distribution. In
such a society conflict leads to alliances and opposition along the kinship and

especidly lineagelines.

Activity 1

Comparethe Nuer society (asdescribed here) with the socio-political order of
your own society. Writeanote on thiscomparison. Compare your notewith
other studentsat your study centre.

In all stateless societieswherethe society issegmented or divided into sections
aliancestakeplaceaongthelinesof territory, residence, kinship, descent, heritage
and marriage. Conflict leadsto cohesionin such societies. For example, in case of
conflict, all themembersof agroup, descended agnatically from aparticular man,
many seethemselvesasaunit against al the agnatic descendants of that man’s
enemy. Theenemy might beamember of one’sown lineage or another lineage.
Thesegmentation of society maintainsitsdlf through the presence of actud or potentid
opposition to oneanother. Thisoppositionischaracteristically expressedinthe
ingtitution of “blood feud” inthese societies. If aperson haskilled amember of
another section of the society, that other sectionwill not be sati sfied until the murderer
or any member of hissectioniskilled. However, theseinter-lineage antagonisms
arecountered by other crosscutting tieslikethoseof affinity and matrilateral kinship.
Thusthereare always peoplein opposing groupswhoseinterest isto seek peaceful
solution of disputes between lineage's.

Therefore, wecan say that in Satel esssocietiesthekinship tiesare performing politica
roles. The principlesof exogamy - where a person marries only outside one’s
community, and endogamy - whereaperson marrieswithinaparticular community
- play animportant part. It isthese principleswhich decide the nature of one’'s
potential supportersor dliesin caseof conflict.



16.4 POLITICAL PRINCIPLESOF STATELESS
SOCIETY
Satelesssocietiesare very many, and their traditionshavewidevariation. Yetitis

possibleto distinguish some basi ¢ principlesto which their organisation adheres.
These principlesseemto underlieand appear in all Statelesssocieties.

° Soci ety becomesunited when different groupsor ssgmentsunite. They initidly
oweloyalty to different groups but cometogether for some particular cause
such asdefence of territory or ‘ blood feud’, etc.

e  Authority, whichisdelegated or given to asubordinate, becomesindependent.
Thusjuniorswho are given power by seniorsin astatel ess society become
powerful intheir ownright.

o Mystica symbolsaso‘integrate’ and unify statelesssocieties. Thisisbecause
theentire society regardstheseto be sacred and that which shoul d be protected.

16.4.1 AnExample: TheTonga

L et ustaketheexampleof theAfricantribe Tonga. TheTongasliveinsmall villages
inthe hope of escaping raidsuponthem. Theseraidsare performed by unfriendly
tribesto steal food and valuables. Inthistribethe headman haslittlepower. Thisis
oneof thekey featuresof statelesssocieties. Thistribeisnomadic (movesitslocations
fromtimeto time) dueto agricultural needs. Indoing so many new friendshipsare
struck up and often old friendshipsbreak. Tongasbelong to amatrilinedly related
kin group called themukowa.

Now it isimportant to note that no marriage may link up two mukowa. This
principleof exogamy isaprimary mechanismfor establishing thevariousalliances
andlinkages. A very interesting featureisthat Tongaclansarerelated by what are
called joking relations' between cross-cousins. A *joking relationship’ iswhere
merriment ismadeinto aritual andiscreated perforce. The personscannot talk
normally but must joke and laugh. Thisinstitutionisvery important. Amongthe
Tongathisjoking hasimportant political consequences.

Thisisbecause* clanjoking” createsalarge number of friendships, amongall the
people concerned. Further it providesthe privileged go-betweens and judges of
morasinasociety an opportunity tointerveneinthelivesof peoplewithout looking
authoritative. Thisisbecauseduringjoking, ‘counsdling’ and*warnings aredlowed
tobegiven aspart of thejokesexchanged. Society functionswithout themediations
of political power and authority.

16.4.2 AnExample Thelozis

In some statel ess soci etiesthere areinstitutionswhich protectstherights of all the
members of society wherefood isscarceor limited. Sinceinthesesocietiesthe
concept of accumulation of property and food does not exist, thereisawaysthe
problem of distribution. Amongst theL ozisof Africathereexistisaningtitution called
kufunda, which literally meanslegal theft. Itispresent in some other tribesal so.
Any person of thetribe can take any article or food from one' skinsmen'shouse. It
solvesthe problem of hunger because one can dwaysget food from onekinsman or
theother. A personinthesetribeshasto sharehisor her food with the others. Thus
kufundaor legd theftisapoaliticd inditution and givesmeaning to kinship and economic
structuresof the society.

Stateless Societies
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“IM 50 HUNGRY(
I'LL 90.TO MY RELATIvVES
HOUSE AND "EAT SOMETHING.

HE SMELLS q00b Foob, BuT CANNGT ENTER THIS HOVSE | BECAUSE 1T'S

N’QT HIS RELATIVES — FURTHERMORE |7 WOUL)D BE CONSIDERED
HEET .

AT LAST I FOUNMD
SoME FOOD, AT MY
COUSING, TO APPEASE

Kufunda: Legal Theft
Check Your Progress1
Note: @) Usethespace below for your answer.
b) Compareyour answerswiththosegiven at theend of thisunit.

1) Explainwhat ismeant by astatelesssociety? Useabout fivelinesfor your
answer.



2) Statelesssocietiesaredso called smplesocieties.
Yes No

3) A‘bloodfeud isamethod of making group membersdonate blood.
Yes No

4)  What arethethree sources of knowledge about statel ess societies?

5  A*jokingrdationship’is: (Tick theanswer)
i) A mestingof humorids.
i)  Competitionsof jokes.
i) Aformof indtitutionalised behaviour.

iv)  Tomakefun of each other.

16.5 STATELESS TRIBES IN INDIA

Thissectionwould enableyou to explain how the* stateless' tribesof Indiafunction
and organisethemselveswithin the Indian nation. Thissectionwill show how in
contemporary Indiacertain tribesfit into the category of statel esssocieties. Asyou
will seethey havearichand complex lifeand maintain order. Sociologicaly speaking,
they havetheir owninner logic of functioning andto alargeextent they till liveby it.
However, it should not be assumed that they have not changed withtime. Infact,
they areincreasingly getting modernised and attemptsare being madeto help them
to develop.

16.5.1 Political Organisation in Indian Tribes
Poalitical ingtitutionsin Indian tribesare based on

0) Clanandlineage

i) villageunitand

i) groupof villages.

Every clan hasacommon ancestor towhichit cantraceitsalf. Over timeevery clan
“breaks’ or “splits’ upinto several lineages.

Lineage segmentation or divisioninto smaller sectionsisvery important asaprinciple
of politica structurein tatelesssocieties. Among the Bhilsthelineageisstructured
with adepth of fiveto Six generationsasoneunit.

16.5.2 ThelLineage System

Thepalitical functioning and conflict inthelineage system among the Santal, Oraon
and Bhil can beillugtrated diagrammatical ly asfollow:

Stateless Societies
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Diagram 1: Palitical Functioningin Stateless Societies

Inthisdiagram the membersrepresent lineages of different orders. They al claim
descent from (1) Themalelinegoesdown from (1) to (2) and (3) and two lineages
areformed. After thisthelinessegment further into (4)—(5) and (6)—(7) respectively.
Inthe next generation wefind thelineage segmenting into (8), (9), (10), (11), (12),
(13), (14), (15) respectively. Thisstructureisvery important for conflict regulation.

Now it often happensthat thereisenemity between membersof (8) and (9) asper
thediagram. Insuch acaseall themembersof (8) and all themembersof (9) are
potential enemies. All the other branchesof thelineage such as(4), (5), (10), (11),
(2), etc., arenot involved. Thisisalso true of (12), and (13). Itisthereforea
generd principlein caseof any conflict withinatribewhich, apply to al segements.

Now consder carefully adifferent Stuation. If amember of (8) or (9) isengagedin
conflict withamember of (10) or (11) thenal (8) and (9) “fuse” (unite) or regard
themselvesasonegroup. Thusmembersof (8) and (9) will be pitted against the
‘fused’ group of (10) and (11).

Atayet higher level of consideration | et us seewhat would happen if amember or
membersof (4) or (5) wereengaged in hostilitieswith themembersof (6) or (7). In
suchacasethewholelineagedirectly tracing descent fromthemwill beunited under
them and beready tofight for them. That is, lineage membersof (8), (9), (10) and
(11) will becomeenemiesof lineage membersof (12), (13), (14), and (15).

If thereisaconflict a adtill higher level between membersof (2) and (3), dl segments
subsumed under themwill become opposedto each other. Findly if clan (1) become
opposed to another clan, all membersof the clan (1) would fuseinto onegroup for
feuding with theopposing clan members.

Whenthehodtility isover, then“fisson” (division) or returnto originad positioninthe
diagramtakesplace. Thisprocessisimportant not only inIndiabut el sewhereas
well most notably in Africaamong the Nuer tribe, discussed in detail by Evans-
Pritchard in hisbook, The Nuer (1940).

Activity 2

Try tofind out from other membersof your family or kinship network about a
recent dispute. Write anote about thisdisputein about two pages describing the
variousfactorsinvolved, thereason for thedisputeand who dl (i.e. their socia
status); werethe peoplewho managed to resolvethe dispute.

Compareyour answer with those of other studentsat your study centre.




16.5.3 Conflict Regulation

Theterritoria separatenesspreventscasua conflict occurringwith other lineegewnhich
arebigger or of adifferent generation.

Thetriba villageisan active palitical unit. Wefind that theway of regulating the
villagegoesdownward inauthority:

e villageofficer,and
. villageadminigtration.

Thepoalitica mechanism functionsthroughitsofficerswho areknown by different
designationsinvarioustribes. In minor tribes(Birhor, Juang) dl theseactivitiesarein
the handsof oneman. Among major tribes (Santal, Bhil) authority isrested ontwo
headmen. Oneisfor secular and the other isfor sacred purposes. Very oftenthey
haveassstants.

Most tribeshaveaproper ‘judicia’ machinery to deal with breaches of peace and
social offences. Thereisusually avillage council or an assembly of elders. For
example, among theMalers, thecouncil of eldersof thevillageispresided by Mahi.
Thegoriat actsasthe public prosecutor. The Panchayat iscalled at theinstance of
themaj hi by thegoriat.

Informal control over behaviour isdonein the evening meetings. Herecriticismis
very pungent and effective. Public disapprova isasovery effectivein controlling or
rectifying behaviour. Thisincludesmaking clear what amember would suffer if he
goesbeyond theunwrittentribal laws. In short the evening meetingsarecalledto
keep thosegoing out of lineonline. Inthisway their problem does not becomeso
severeasto cdl forth punishment.

16.5.4 Crimeand Punishment

However thereisno society which does not have criminal cases. Thesecausea
severedisequilibriumin society. Thishasto berectified by punishment.

Theevidencethat iscalled for, whiledecidinga crimina casg, is:
° Oath, taken on asacred deity, and
° Ordeal, undergone by tribal standards.

AmongtheMalerstheoath takenisof lossof life. The suspect touchestheknifeat
asacred centre (holy spot etc.), and swearshewill tell thetruth or die. Hereitis
both society’s pervasiveinfluence aswell asthe person’sown faith that producesa
result. Theresultisalmost awaystrueand just.

Inthe case of or deal the suspect isinnocent if heremainsunhurt by grasping ared
hot axeor putting hishandin burning oil. Maershavethesaveli orded, inwhicha
red hot axeisto be grasped by theaccused. Inthe pochai ordeal rituaistic rice beer
isused. Only theinnocent can grasp the axe or drink theritualistic beer and get
away unscathed. Theguilty suffer burnsor dieof poisoning.

Oath and orded areboth threatening dternativesas, they serveasameansof voluntary
submission of theaccused tolaw. Thefinefor theguilty dependsupon the seriousness
of thecrime. Themost serious punishment isexcommunication. Thetribalswith
beating of drumsdesecratethe house of theaccused. They defileit with rubbishand
may burnit down.

Thissymbolisestheir disike and hatred for the crimeand thecriminal. Bitlaha
(excommunication) occursin caseswherethe crimeisso severethat thevery person

Stateless Societies
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who hascommitted it would beintolerable. Oneof thesecrimesisthat of marrying
among thetaboo or forbidden category of persons. Again apersonwho disrespects
thetribal deity and attacksit, breaksit, spitsonit, isliableto be excommunicated.

Check Your Progress2
Note: @) Usethespacebelow for your answer.
b) Compareyour answerswiththoseat theend of thisunit.

1) Describebriefly theprocessof “fisson’ and ‘fusion’ in statel esssocieties.
Useabout fivelinesfor your answer.

2 Givethenamesof three’ stateless’ tribesof India.

3)  Describebriefly themethod of *informal control’

4)  Inthesavdi orded the personismadetofast till death.
Yes No

5)  Bitlahaisthenameof the Santal God.
Yes No

16.6 POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AND
DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETY

Hunting and ‘food gathering’ societiescan bedividedinto“easy” and“hard” hunters.
The easy huntersliveamost completely by gathering fruits, vermin, and insects.
They liveintemporary tenementsof branchesand leaves. Apart fromthedog they
have no domestic animals. The hard huntersare more evolved and go for larger
animas. They usehorsesfor traveling. Their senseof territory ismuch moredefinite.
They keep domestic animal sand have secondary artssuch asspinning, weaving and
pottery. Inthese societieswefind that someform of complex centralised authority
hasemerged. Wewill examinethisaspect now. Diagram 2 showsthelevelsof
development of Smplesociety.




PASTORAL B FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
TOP AGRICULTURE
PASTORAL A DEVELOPED AGRICULTURE

/

EARLY AGRICULTURE

* HARD HUNTERS

EASY HUNTERS

Diagram 2: L evelsof Development

Wewould likeyou to notethreeimportant facts. Theseare:

° theanthropologists' account and theinformeationwhich comesfrom archaeology
areincloseagreement.

. therewere no successive stages of pastoral and agricultural devel opment.
Theseweresmultaneousandin different directionsof growth fromthesocia
condition of thehigher hunters.

° itwasonly from the highest basisof settled and mixed agriculturethat large
scalesocia systems, including state-formation, were ableto grow.

That isto say stateless societies, with their hunting and herding can carry the
development of the social systemtoapoint. They cannot go beyond thispoint. Let
usnow consider briefly what emergesfrom these developments.

16.6.1 Emergence of Simple Form of Government in Society

First wefind that thereistheemergenceof ‘ government’ in smpleformwithin each
community. Intheeasy huntersthereisavery smpleform of government but at the
top agricultural and pastoral levelssettled government isestablished.

Secondly, thereisaclear extens on of settled government to embracewider groupings.
Inonly twenty-five percent of easy huntersdoes*” government” extend beyond the
primary community whichisthefamily and kinship group. Almost eighty per cent
have proper government with an administrative machinery.

Thereare severd interesting featuresto note. Wefind that chieftainsusualy possess
‘authority’ within the pattern of custom. Thistypeof government alsoinvolvesa
Council of Elders. All haveto observecustomary rules. Itiscaled agovernment by
discusson.

Thesamedevelopment isclear inthe organisation of law,. Inthe statelesssocieties,
kinship solvesdisputes. Some customary proceduresof retaliation and retribution
such as*blood feud' the‘ customary fight’ and so on asfoundin someAfricantribes
likethe Nuer, exist. However intheseformsof retributionthe guilt of theindividual
isnotinvolved. Thereareasoformsof compensationwhereretributionistill visited
upon theguilty kin group but punishment takestheform of restitution. Thisaspect
has been discussed earlier.

Atthehighest pastora and agricultura levelssystemsof publicjusticeareestablished.
Thisisregular with referenceto attackson the socia system but sporadicinsmall-

Stateless Societies
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scale conflicts. Insuch casescustomary procedures can be applied provided they
do not becomesocidly distruptive. Inmorecomplex societiesthereisregular public
judtice.

Asadatd esssociety changesthereisamarked movement fromtribal concernsand
religiousoffences by corrective punishment towards claim and counter-claims of
restitutive punishment. Oath and ordeal are used lessand less. The matrilineal
principleof descent predominatesamong the huntersand gatherers. Whileamongst
pastoraiststhe patrilineal principleof descent predominates.

16.6.2 Political Aspect of Religion in Simple Societies

Thefunction of religioninthesimpler societiesistwo fold: It servesecological
functions, by givingmen aninterpretation of their relaionshipwith nature. Itindicates
to them how they should relatewithit. Religion also servessocia and political
functions. It bindsmen together, and givesmeaning and legitimacy to authority. In
thehigher pastord and agriculturd societieshigher formsof authority sysemsappear.
Thesearethedoctrines, ritualsand worship.

Though mordlity isnot directly linked withreligion, thelatter requiresregul ation of
wideareas of behaviour, including variousdo'sand don’ts. Insimple societies,
religion doesnot hold theindividua sresponsiblefor al their actions.

Check Your Progress2
Note: @)  Usethespace below for your answer.
b) Compareyour answerswith thoseat theend of thisunit.

1) What arethe stagesof statel esssocieties?

2)  Easyhuntershuntbiganimas.
Yes No

3)  Whatfunctionsdoesreligion servein statelesssocieties?



16.7 LET US SUM UP

Wehave seenthat statel ess societiesarethosewhich lack centralised power. There
ishardly any adminigrativemachinery inthem. Therearenojudicia ingtitutions.
Sharp cleavages of wedlth, rank and statusare missing. Thesesocietiesincludethe
Nuer and Tallens, inAfrica. They aso cover Bhils, Oraonsand Santalsin India.

In such societieswithout government, what givesthem law and order? We have
considered thisin the preceding sections. However it isthe segmentary lineage
systemwhich controlspalitica reaionsbetween different territorid segments. Kinship
inthesesocietiesisvery significant in political organisation. Thisisduetothelink
betweenterritoria grouping and lineage grouping.

In such societiespolitical office carriesno economic privileges. Wealth can confer
gtatusand helpinacquiring political leadership.

Thisisbecausewealthitself accruesfrom superior statusin statelesssocieties. It
was previously held that statel ess societies came under the control of thosewitha
state. They were conquered in war and acquired astate. Thistheory has been
guestioned andisgenerally not accepted now. Further thereisno association, class,

or segment which dominates. It doesnot control thepolitical system any morethan
another group. Forcewhen usedismet with opposing force. Againtheimportant
factiscoexistence: if onesegment defeatsanother it doesnot try to establish palitical

control over it. Sincethereisno administrative support, it cannot do so. Thereisno
person or group with absolute authority. Thusstability ismaintained by equilibrium
at every point of separation.

Morethanthis, unity and cohes on comein these societiesthrough common symbols.
Theseincludemyths, dogmas, persons, sacred placesand soon. Theseareregarded
asfind vauesinthemselves,

Thuswe can say that statel ess societies have an internal cohesion systemthat is
strong and effective. They are*stateless' but they do not miss out any component
that createsefficiency. Thesesocietiesare, infact, fully formed political units, and
must betreated as such.

16.8 KEY WORDS

Clan . A kingroup with acommon ancestor

Endogamy : A socid practicethat prescribes marriagewithinaspecific group
Exogamy : A socid practicethat prescribesmarriage outside aspecific group

Kinghip . A system of socidl tiesbased onmatrimonid (i.e. affind ties) and
system bloodties. (i.e. consanguind ties)
Lineage . A segment of clan based on ancestral heritagein oneline, either

father’sor mother’s
Matriarchal : A socid system based on femaedomination and authority
Matrilineal : A socia systemwheredescent istraced through the mother
Patriarchal : A socia system based on maledomination and maleauthority
Patrilineal : A socia systemwheredescent istraced through thefather
Sanction . Certain constraints prescribed by the society.

Stateless Societies
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Oxford. (Chapters3and 4).

Vidyarthi, L.P andRai, B.K., 1985. The Tribal Cultureof India (2nd Ed.). Concept:
Delhi. (Chapter 2, pp. 25 and Chapter 5, pp. 195-235).

16.10 MODEL ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR
PROGRESS

Check Your Progress1

1) Adatelesssociety hasnorigid boundary. It hasonly oral traditions. Very
oftenasingle personisthechief of theentiretribe. Thereisnorigid boundary
and economically thesesocietiesareprimitive.

2 Yes

3) No

4) ) Archaeological record
i)  Literatureproduced by missonaries, travellersand administrators
i) Monographswritten by anthropologists

Check Your Progress2

1) Satdesssocietiescomprisngasingleancestor divideor createfissoninthe
second or third generation for various purposes. They behave asopposed
units. However when under threat from other statel ess societiesthey ‘fuse
or jointheir forces.

2 ) Santal
i)  Oraon
i) Bhil

3)  Informal control isexercised during theevening meetings. Thecriticismis
very pungent and effective. Public disapproval isanother such method for

informal control.
4) No
5 No

Check Your Progress3

1) a EalyAgriculture
b)  Deveoped Agriculture
c)  TopAgriculture

2 No

3) Redigionservesan ecological purpose. It aso servesasocial functionand
binds peopl etogether.
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